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Ten Year’s of our Exhibition Catalogues Archive and Catalogue Reviews Project: In
the Case of Komaba Museum, The University of Tokyo
Eiko IMAHASHI

Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo, Komaba

The author does not specialize in art history but has been engaged in archiving and reviewing
exhibition catalogues for nearly 20 years. As an editorial board member of Studies of comparative
literature, a periodical issued by the Society of Comparative Literature, University of Tokyo, the author
took on the idea of reviewing exhibition catalogues in this periodical on learning that exhibition
catalogues, which do not have ISBNs, were excluded from the book reviews of the national newspaper
the author started to work for as a reviewer. That is to say, the author thought that it might be a role
academics should play, to shed light on and review those catalogues—the purpose of the establishment
of the museum; its collections; its cooperation with other museums; how exhibitions, which reflect
curators' research achievements and other aspects, are planned and held; and what excellent catalogues
are produced to record exhibitions.

In addition, as an editorial board member of the Society of Comparative Literature, University of
Tokyo, the author established the "Graduate Students' Commission on Exhibition Catalogs" (from
October 2004 to date). The responsibility of the commission is to select one or two exhibitions to be
included in the exhibition catalogue section of the magazine, along with the reviews. Graduate students
participate in the commission as volunteers, but through this voluntary work they participate in the
editing of the magazine and in the creation of the holdings of the Archive of Komaba Museum, the
University of Tokyo. Participating in this commission is a valuable academic experience for graduate
students.

We established an organization named CatalTo, which is a Tokyo division of CatalPa (Catalogues
d’exposition de Paris), which evaluates the catalogues of exhibitions planned by museums in Paris or
in the suburbs. This activity examines those exhibition catalogues created in the past year from various

perspectives, such as contents, covers, and academic values; it honors superior ones, and presents a
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small award in its own right. In April 2018, the exhibition catalogs selected for review by Studies of
comparative literature and those honored by CatalTo were exhibited with other related exhibits at the
Komaba Museum.

These activities did not immediately resolve the question: "Where is the domain of art criticism?"
However, | remember with deep emotions that my initial idea was correct—"if there is something a
university could do in association with museums, it would involve the objectively examined and
comprehensive collection, storage, and analysis of information, and the exercise of free, fair criticism

based on those activities."
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